
Accessibility means many things 
to many people. To some, it 
means “easy to find.” To others, it 
might mean “easy to get in,” given 
the potential barriers of cost or 
physical obstacles to navigating 
around.  To still others, it means “I 
feel welcome — I belong here.”

At the Sciencenter, we take all 
elements of accessibility very 
seriously. In fact, when the 
Sciencenter was founded by 
Debbie Levin and Ilma Levine in 
1983, its key goals were to keep the 
admission price as low as possible 
and to make every member of 
our community feel welcome, 
regardless of gender, race, or 
financial situation. The Board of 
Trustees has embraced accessibility 
as a key goal ever since, supporting 
a series of access programs and 
the construction of a building in 
which exhibits are available to all, 
regardless of physical limitation.

In the past year, 14,000 guests 
(14% of our total attendance) 
were admitted at little or no cost 
through seven different access 
programs. Any family within 75 
miles having a child in the free/
reduced price lunch program at 
school, for example, is eligible for 
a free annual family membership 
through our Membership Access 
Program, and anyone having an 
EBT (Electronic Benefits Transfer) 
card is eligible for $1 admission. We 

also provide free admission to all 
at special events throughout the 
year; and human service agencies in 
and around Tompkins County can 
request unlimited free admission 
tickets for their clients.

Recently, we began offering 
monthly programs for Early 
Explorers (ages 0 – 5) in Head Start 
families — at the Sciencenter 
and at Head Start centers. 
These programs, in addition to 
professional development in 
science that we provide to Head 
Start teachers, helps ensure that 
all members of our community 
have access to science and the 
Sciencenter. 

In an age when cost cutting is the 
common business decision, we 
are pleased to be able to keep our 
doors open to all. It is through 
your gifts to the Annual Fund and 
several generous endowment gifts 
that we are able to increase our 
accessibility.  Thank you for your 
support; you help to make all of 
this possible.

by Charlie Trautmann, Executive Director

Accessibility: What does it mean?

Spectrum
Winter Solstice 2016           Volume 33, Number 4

Help us ensure that all kids in our community 
have access to engaging and exciting science 
learning. Make a gift today! Learn more 
about the Campaign at www.sciencenter.org.



The Sciencenter’s three aged-based initiatives form a pathway for children 
to engage with science, from birth through high school. With our expanded 
focus on Early Explorers (birth to preschool), to elementary-aged Young 
Scientists, to middle-school-aged Future Science Leaders, the Sciencenter 
has had to create new spaces — and reimagine old spaces — to better serve 
our growing audience. 

Recent advances in early childhood science education point to the amazing 
learning potential of young children. As a well-used resource for families 
with young children, the Sciencenter is taking advantage of this potential 
and enhancing science learning in our community by providing parents, 
caregivers, and educators with new opportunities to connect their children 
with science in the early years. 

With the growth of programs for Early Explorers, the Sciencenter has 
opened a new Family Learning Area next to the Curiosity Corner. In the Family 
Learning Area, Sciencenter educators lead programs that give parents and 
caregivers the tools they need to use science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) in everyday activities with their young children. This new space 
is also used by Cornell’s Infant Studies Lab and Early Childhood Cognition 
Lab as a “living lab” to study how children learn and to have conversations 
with families explaining their research.

Through the current Capital Campaign, the Sciencenter has also created 
and grown programs for Future Science Leaders (FSL) that engage and 
empower youth 11 – 14 years old. Our vision is that FSL program participants 
will learn to use science in shaping a better future for themselves and for 
generations to come. With this goal in mind, the FSL program focuses on 
developing the leadership skills and confidence to communicate science to 
younger children and their families. We believe students learn science best 
by becoming the experts and leading others in exploration; and our Future 
Science Leaders are provided this opportunity when they lead guests in 
hands-on activities on the museum floor.

In the last few years the demand for our popular summer FSL program has 
outgrown our space.  In order to engage more middle school Future Science 
Leaders, we have created a new teen learning lab.  This new space serves as 
a collaborative environment that encourages self-directed learning as teens 
conduct scientific research, create multimedia projects, develop hands-on 
activities and exhibits, and develop science communication skills. 

By increasing the space and programming for Early Explorers and by 
providing a dedicated space for Future Science Leaders, the Sciencenter is 
positioned to engage, educate, and empower even more children to use 
science in building a better future.

For more information, please contact Michelle Kortenaar, Director of 
Program at 607.272.0600 X 124
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Thank You, Corporate Members!
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Renewing Corporate Members:

Supporting the Sciencenter:
Gifts to the Annual Fund and Capital Campaign

The Sciencenter continues to rely on 
the generosity of individuals like you to 
engage children in science in meaningful  
ways. Thanks to many of you, we’re 
nearing the end of a successful Capital 
Campaign that will offer new and exciting 
educational programs for preschool age 
children and teens. Donations to the 
Capital Campaign are also helping us to 
refresh our floor experiences to include 
new, exciting hands-on exhibits on 
nutrition, sustainability, ocean science, and space exploration. 

Giving to the Annual Fund is just as important. The Annual Fund 
provides us with the resources to keep our doors open and our lights 
on. It ensures that we have educators on hand to facilitate programs  
for children and families, and perhaps most importantly, the Annual 
Fund allows us to offer free admission to families with the greatest 
financial need. 

Thank you. Each and every dollar you give to the Sciencenter, whether 
to the Capital Campaign, the Annual Fund, or both, helps us to build 
better and brighter futures for all of our children. We are grateful  
to you and hope that you will continue to include us in your annual 
giving plans.

Gifts can be made in person, online at www.sciencenter.org, or by calling 
Christine Bissen, Director of Advancement, at 607.272.0600 x 119.

Corporate Membership directly supports exhibits and educational 
programming at the Sciencenter, while providing benefits to company 
employees. For more information, please call Christine Bissen at 
607.272.0600 x 119, or visit www.sciencenter.org.

Thank You, Corporate Sponsors!
The following company recently sponsored 
museum activities:

Sciencenter is a Proud Member of:
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Winter Programs

Connect with us:

In Memoriam

Free Sundays 
Sciencenter admission is 
free for everyone on: 
December 11 & January 8
 
Weekly Programs 
From toddlers to teens, the 
Sciencenter offers exciting 
programs for all ages. See science in action at 
Showtime! on Saturdays. On Sundays, tinker with 
recycled materials at Moto-Inventions or experience 
thrilling chemistry demonstrations at Chemsations! 
And engage with your toddlers in hands-on science, 
weekdays at Science Together. 
 
Visit www.sciencenter.org for a complete listing of  
upcoming programs and events.

Winter Hours

Tuesday – Saturday: 10 am – 5 pm
Sunday:  Noon – 5 pm

Outdoor Exhibits Closed December 1 - March 31

Closed December 25 and January 1
Open Monday, December 26, January 16, 
and February 20

Admission
Members:              Free
Kids under 2:         Free*
Kids (2 – 17): $6*
Adults (18+): $8
Seniors (65+): $7

Thomas McCarrick
This fall, we lost a longtime friend,  
volunteer, and dedicated supporter, 
Thomas McCarrick. Tom volunteered 
during the earliest days of the  
Sciencenter and recently returned after 
a 30-year career teaching advanced 
chemistry labs at Cornell University to share his 
wealth of knowledge testing water quality for our 
live exhibits. “Tom was a dedicated and delightful  
volunteer to work with,” says Live Exhibits Manager, 
Colin Meeks. “He spent hours every week toiling 
away to help ensure our aquatic systems were run-
ning properly. He never shied away from helping me 
solve a mystery or gain a better understanding of 
aquarium chemistry.” Thank you, Tom, for your hard 
work and dedication; you will be greatly missed.

Toys: The Inside Story
Do you know what makes toys go? Get a peek inside some of the most popular 
toys while exploring linkages, pulleys, cams, and circuits at our featured exhibition, 
Toys: The Inside Story. Opening weekend: January 7 – 8. 

Featured Exhibition: Opens January 7


