
Sciencenter’s vision is to empower 
youth to use science in shaping 
a better future.  We do this on a 
local scale through our exhibits 
and programs, but we also reach 
children on the national and global 
scales by leading collaborations, 
touring exhibitions, conducting 
research, publishing, presenting at 
conferences, and serving on boards 
and committees. 

Through Sciencenter’s international 
traveling exhibition program which 
tours exhibitions to other museums 
throughout North America and 
Europe, we engage over 1 million 
museum guests in science each 
year.

As one of the lead organizations 
for the National Science 
Foundation’s Nanoscale Informal 
Science Education (NISE) Network, 

we develop hands-on educational 
science activities used here at 
Sciencenter, and also distributed to 
300 museums nationwide, reaching 
500,000 museum guests annually.  

We help advance the science 
center field by serving on boards, 
committees, collaborations, 
and communities of practice of 
other organizations, such as the 
Association of Children’s Museums 
(ACM), Association of Science-
Technology Centers (ASTC), 
Institute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS) Early Learners 
Collaborative, Portal to the Public 
(PopNet), and the National Living 
Laboratory Initiative.

We also make an international 
impact with Sciencenter staff 
members organizing and presenting 
at professional conferences such as  

 
ASTC and ACM, and have delivered 
opening keynote addresses at 
conferences of Ecsite and SAASTEC 
(Europe’s and South Africa’s 
associations of science centers). 
Collectively, these organizations 
serve over 60 million museum 
guests annually.  

As we serve our local and global 
communities, we learn from them, 
bringing inspiration and fresh ideas 
to our efforts to empower youth 
and advance science education. 
Your support is critical to our work. 
Thank you!

by Charlie Trautmann, Executive Director

Global Impact

Winter Exhibition: TreeHouses
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Spend time hanging out in the trees! TreeHouses lets you immerse yourself in an 
indoor tree house and explore firsthand who lives in trees. You and your family 
will roam from tree to tree house as you discover the many habitats that trees 
provide for animals large and small—and people, too!

Join us!
Member Night: Friday, January 9,  6 – 8 pm
Sciencenter members are the first to explore the new exhibition and  
hands-on activities. Challenge your senses with our program Arboreal 
Aromas as you guess what everyday foods are produced from trees.
TreeHouses was created by the Environmental Exhibit Collaborative with support from Jane’s 
Trust, the Cabot Family Charitable Trust, and the Institute for Museum and Library Services.  



Thank You, Corporate Members!
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Sciencenter Spectrum
Recent advances in early childhood science point to 
the amazing learning potential of young children. As 
a well-used learning resource for families with young 
children, Sciencenter is poised to take advantage of 
this potential and enhance science learning in our 
community by providing 
parents, caregivers, and 
educators with new 
opportunities to connect 
their children with science in 
the early years.

Sciencenter has been 
awarded funding from 
the national Institute 
of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS) to create 
programs that give parents, 
caregivers, and preschool 
teachers the tools they 
need to use science, technology, engineering, and math 
(STEM) in everyday activities with their young children. 

In the fall, we began twice weekly Science Together 
workshops for parents, grandparents, and caregivers 
and their children ages 0-4. These half-hour programs 
share current research in how children learn through 
play, while encouraging parents and children to use 
and develop science skills. In the first 2 months of 
the program 118 adults and 102 children got messy and 
explored science together. 

Sciencenter will partner with Tompkins County Head 
Start and our local Downtown Ithaca Children’s Center 

(DICC) to offer science curriculum, training, and 
support to early childhood educators. We will also 
hold parent/caregiver workshops at both Head Start 
and Sciencenter starting this winter. Sciencenter’s 
preschool teacher professional development, helping 

teachers integrate science 
into their classrooms, will 
expand nationally through 
a partnership with the 
national Center for Quality 
Teaching and Learning.

Since 2012, Sciencenter has 
been working with Cornell’s 
Early Childhood Cognition 
Lab (ECCL). With funding 
from the Bronfenbrenner 
Center for Translational 
Research at Cornell, the 
ECCL is now focusing on 

how parents and children learn together at different 
exhibits throughout the museum.

Cornell’s Early Childhood Cognition Lab (ECCL) has 
also been using the Curiosity Corner as a “living lab” to 
study how children learn, and to have conversations 
with families about their research. With funding from 
the National Living Lab Initiative, Sciencenter is working 
with researchers to improve their ability to share their 
work with our guests in an engaging and informative 
way.

For more information, please contact Michelle 
Kortenaar, Director of Education, at 607.272.0600 x 24.
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New Grants Support Sciencenter’s Work with Early Explorers

Renewing Corporate Members: New Corporate Members:

What Your Gift Can Do.
Your support of Sciencenter’s Annual Fund 
helps us provide a steady stream of new hands-
on exhibits and programs; helps us reach EACH 
AND EVERY second grader in Tompkins County 
and Cortland City School Districts through 
free sponsored field trips, and helps us share 
inspiring science experiences with all members 
of our community, regardless of income level 
through our Membership Access and Museums 
for All programs. Your support is necessary to help us in all that we do 
to empower children and families! Please consider making a gift this 
year. Sciencenter’s Annual Fund runs through December 31.  

Gifts can be made in person, online at www.sciencenter.org, or by calling 
Christine Bissen, Director of Advancement,  at 607.272.0600 x 19.

Please Pardon Our Dust

If you’ve visited Sciencenter recently, you may have noticed construction taking place 
next to our Curiosity Corner. We are in the process of converting the original family 
restroom into two new family restrooms. One of these new restrooms will be dedicated 
to the Curiosity Corner and it will include a changing table, toddler and adult toilets, 
toddler and adult sinks, and a new water fountain next to its entrance. We anticipate 
opening these new restrooms in early January.  

This construction is the first phase of our major Curiosity Corner renovation and 
expansion project, which will result in doubling the inside space for early education and 
creating a new outdoor Curiosity Playground accessible through the Curiosity Corner. 

Consider a Corporate Sponsorship

Corporate Membership directly supports exhibits and educational 
programming at Sciencenter, while providing benefits to company 
employees. For more information, please call Christine Bissen at 
607.272.0600 x 19, or visit www.sciencenter.org.

Corporate sponsors help make the big things happen at Sciencenter! 
Sponsorships begin at the $2,500 level, and provide vital support for 
highly visible museum activities including free days, museum programs, 
special events, and exhibitions.

To learn more about sponsorship opportunities, contact Christine 
Bissen, at 607.272.0600 x 19 or cbissen@sciencenter.org.

Thank You, Corporate Sponsors!
The following companies recently sponsored museum activities:
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Winter Programming!

Connect with us:

Member Morning - Just for Members!

Sciencenter is a Proud Member of:

Second Sundays, January 
through June
Sciencenter Members: We 
are pleased to announce 
that Sciencenter will be 
open special hours, just for 
you!  From January through 
June, on every 2nd Sunday, 
Sciencenter members get 
the museum to themselves 
from 10 am – noon.  

Mark your calendar - 
Member Morning will occur 
on these Sundays (10 am – noon):  January 11, February 
8, March 8, April 12, May 10, June 14.  Come and 
explore Sciencenter with other members!

First FREE Sundays
Admission is FREE on these Sundays:
December 7 – sponsored by BorgWarner Morse TEC,
January 4 – sponsored by NYSEG, February 1, and 
March 1
 
Sunday Programs
Every Sunday come tinker with recycled materials at 
Moto-Inventions or see local students demonstrate 
exciting scientific principals at Chemsations! and  
Lightapalooza!

Early Childhood Programs 
Toddlers, preschoolers, and their caregivers can  
enjoy special activities designed especially for them 
at our Story Time & Hands-On Activity and Science 
Together programs.

Saturday Showtime! 
See science in action with a family-friendly interac-
tive presentation every Saturday at 2 pm. 
 
 

Visit www.sciencenter.org for a complete listing of  
upcoming programs and events.

Winter Hours

Tuesday – Saturday: 10 am – 5 pm
Sunday:  Noon – 5 pm

Outdoor Exhibits Closed December 1 – March 31

Closed December 25 and January 1
Open Monday, December 29, January 19 and  
February 16

Admission
Members:              Free
Toddlers (0 – 2):    Free
Children (3 – 17): $6
Adults (18+): $8
Seniors (65+): $7 


