
by Charlie Trautmann, Executive Director

What’s New at the Sciencenter?!

Last year was the best-attended 
in our 33-year history, fueled by a 
series of new exhibits, educational 
programs, and building upgrades 
that were funded by our capital 
campaign Curious. Confident. 
Inspired.

Our new Sciencenter Mini-Golf 
course, sponsored by Cargill, 
provides 18 holes of science and 
fun for all ages. Our Tidepool 
Touch Tank, sponsored by the Triad 
Foundation, simulates a trip to an 
Atlantic Ocean tidepool right here 
in Ithaca. And most recently, we 
unveiled our New York Natives 
Animal Room filled with fish, 
reptiles, and amphibians found 
throughout our region.

This year, we have many more new 
experiences coming. We recently 
doubled the size of the Curiosity 

Corner to accommodate enhanced 
programming for infants, toddlers, 
and preschoolers. In the coming 
months you’ll see new exhibits 
on sensory learning, motor skills, 
and more. And outdoors, we are 
building a toddler playground with 
2,000 square feet of stimulating, 
appropriately-sized activities for 
children under five. 

We’ve also expanded our reach to 
all parts of our community. Our 
Exploring Science program engages 
parents and children in self-guided 
hands-on activities while learning 
science processes that they can 
apply at home. And our teacher 
training and family workshop 
program for Head Start reaches 350 
families each month throughout 
Tompkins County. Read more about 
this program on p. 2. 

These, along with other exciting 
projects in the works, are made 
possible by donations to the 
Sciencenter campaign, Curious. 
Confident. Inspired. To date, our 
campaign has raised 80% of its 
$3.8 million goal. Your support 
helps to provide these wonderful 
experiences to every child in our 
community and maintain rich, 
educational programming that 
shapes the minds of the next 
generation of global citizens.  

Thank you for sharing our vision 
and supporting our efforts!
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Help us make sure all kids in our  
community have access to engaging 
and exciting science learning. Make 
a gift today! Learn more about the  
Campaign at www.sciencenter.org.



Thank You, Corporate Members!
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For Sciencenter Corporate Membership information, call Christine 
Bissen at 607.272.0600 x 119, or visit www.sciencenter.org.

Thank You, Annual Fund Donors!
Why Your Contributions Matter

The Sciencenter is extremely 
grateful to the supporters who have 
donated to the museum over the 
years. Donations to our Annual Fund 
help to ensure that we have a strong 
foundation for the work that we 
do. Your support helps us to have 
educators on staff who present 
family educational programs; your 
support helps us to keep our 
diverse collection of animals healthy 
and happy;  and perhaps most 
importantly, your support enables 
us to reach those families in our 
community who are not able to afford the price of admission. Thanks 
in large part to your donations to the Annual Fund, the Sciencenter 
has had over 30 successful years educating, engaging, and empowering 
children and families from all around our region. 

With the launch of our Capital Campaign, Curious. Confident. Inspired., 
we’re reaching the next generation through new exhibits and programs. 
Your contributions to the Capital Campaign help us to upgrade 
aging exhibits, allow us to expand our educational programs to new 
audiences, and help to ensure that we have a lasting impact on our 
community for the next decade and beyond. 

Thank you for your continued support. We have always been extremely 
proud to say that we were built for the community, by the community, 
which is as true today as it was 33 years ago. 

To learn more about how you can help the Sciencenter, please contact 
Christine Bissen, Director of Advancement, at 607-272-0600 x 119.

Sciencenter Spectrum

Research shows that young children explore their world 
as scientists do, by observing, measuring, classifying, 
predicting and experimenting. Our work with Head 
Start teachers and families reinforces this scientific 
curiosity and provides families with the tools to explore 
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) in 
everyday activities, regardless of their income. 

Head Start (ages 4 – 5) and Early Head Start (birth 
– age 3) are national programs that promote school 
readiness of young children from low-income families. 
In Tompkins County, TCAction serves more than 350 
families in Head Start and Early Head Start.

Once a month, after the last guest has left the museum, 
Sciencenter educators set up hands-on activities, 
train Head Start staff, and lay out nutritious meals, 
in preparation for Head Start family engagement 
workshops. At each event, parents engage with their 
children in fun and creative hands-on activities focused 
on science process skills.

Head Start teachers are on hand to facilitate activities 
with families and ask thought-provoking questions to 
help encourage open-ended exploration. Through this 
active participation, Head Start staff members interact 
with adults and children working together, and observe 
as children investigate and learn the scientific process.

In 2015, 372 adults 
and 506 children 
attended Head Start 
family workshops at 
the Sciencenter — 
measuring with their 
footprints, observing 
painted balls rolling 
down ramps, building 
towers and knocking 
them down — all while 
engaging in science.

To continue science exploration and learning in Head 
Start and Early Head Start classrooms, the Sciencenter 
provides monthly professional development; helping 
Head Start and Early Head Start teachers integrate 
science skills and activities into their lesson plans. 
Each workshop offers resources that support open-
ended science process skills and inquiry-based 
activities. Sciencenter educators share research on 
early childhood learning while teachers explore and 
get comfortable with provided science activities so 
they can make accommodations for different ages and 
abilities in their classrooms. 

With a National Leadership Grant from the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services, the Sciencenter is taking 
this work to the national level. We are currently leading 
a collaborative of museums from across the country to 
develop and share best practices in science professional 
development for Head Start teachers.  

For more information, contact Michelle Kortenaar, 
Director of Program, at 607.272.0600 x 124.
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Working with Early Explorers through Head Start

Renewing Corporate Members:

Sciencenter Staff
Charlie Trautmann, Executive Director
Tim Scott, Deputy Director
Judy Ammack, Volunteer Manager
Christine Bissen, Director of Advancement
Donna Bodenstein, Museum Store Manager
Robin Burlingham, Traveling Exhibitions 
 Manager
Monika Collins, Director of Development &  
 Community Relations
Emily Cotman, Young Scientist Educator 
Donna DiBartolomeo, Director of Exhibits
Chris Fagan, Director of Finance & 
 Human Resources 
Alexis Falise, Museum Greeter
Victoria Fiordalis, Early Explorer Educator 
Patricia Flery, Museum Greeter
Amy Gaulke, Public & Media Relations  
 Manager
Josh Giblin, Director of Guest Relations & 
 Operations
Matthew Griffin, Museum Greeter
Alexandra Jackson,  Director of National 
 Collaborations
David Jordan, Exhibit Developer
Michelle Kortenaar, Director of Program
Kathleen Krafft, Traveling Exhibitions Curator
Colin Meeks, Live Exhibits Manager
Mike Napierski, Facilities Manager 
Seren Ozkan, Advancement Coordinator
Julian Pompilio, Exhibit Fabricator
Bryan Redd, Exhibit Technician 
Bethany Resnick, National Early Childhood  
 Coordinator
Allison Sribarra, Grant Administrator
Lauren Van Derzee, Educator

Change is in the Air

The Sciencenter is a Proud Member of:

You may have noticed some activity at the rear entrance of the Sciencenter. This 
is the future home of our Curiosity Playground, an outdoor exhibit space that will 
complement our Curiosity Corner. These spaces provide our youngest guests, age 
0-4 years, with interactive and engaging hands-on exhibits and programming. As 
construction continues, we will add outdoor exhibits where young children can crawl, 
climb, and explore in their own dedicated outdoor space! Exhibits will focus on early 
childhood cognition, with attention to the development of gross and fine motor 
skills, executive function, sensory and tactile experiences, and parental engagement 
with each child’s learning. 
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Save These Dates

Summer Camp 
Registration: 
Opens March 23
Calling all science explorers! 
Come experience a fun, 
messy, science-filled 
summer at Sciencenter 
Summer Camp.  Each day 
is filled with hands-on 
activities, experiments, and 
exploration. 

Registration opens at 10 am on March 23. Visit  
www.sciencenter.org for camp details and to register.

Sensory Hours: 
April 10
Parents and children with special sensory needs, 
join us for Sensory Hours. Come make connections 
with other families while having fun and enjoying 
interactive learning in an inviting and accepting 
environment.  

Visit www.sciencenter.org for a complete listing of  
upcoming programs and events.

Motion Mania

Explore the science of 
what bites you at our skin-
crawling winter exhibition, 
Attack of the Bloodsuckers! 
before it leaves on May 15. 

Join us!  
Member Night: Friday, May 20  from  
6 – 8 pm. Special presentation at 7 pm.

Get ready for a summer of fun, head-spinning thrills 
when Motion Mania opens at the Sciencenter on May 
21! Create slopes, loops, hills, and curves and watch 
how they impact speed and how things move. Design 
and test your own roller coaster, and make discoveries 
about force, energy, friction, and stability.

Motion Mania was produced and is owned by the  
Ontario Science Centre.

Spring Hours
Tuesday – Saturday: 10 am – 5 pm
Sunday:  Noon – 5 pm

Open Memorial Day, Monday, May 30

Featured Exhibition

Connect with us:

Admission
Members:              Free
Kids under 2:         Free
Kids (2 – 17): $6
Adults (18+): $8
Seniors (65+): $7


