
Thirty years ago, the Sciencenter 
was founded by Debbie Levin and 
Ilma Levine, two women dedicated 
to helping children learn through 
discovery. To them, science, 
technology, engineering, and math 
(STEM) formed a perfect way to 
foster a lifelong love of learning.

Debbie and Ilma’s educational 
philosophy has proven to be 
remarkably robust.  While new 
generations of members, staff, 
and trustees have kept the 
Sciencenter’s offerings current and 
engaging, their vision has remained 
central to everything we do: to 
empower young people to use 
science in shaping a better future. 

Our founders understood the 
potential for engaging our local 
colleges and universities, and 
they obtained early support for 
the Sciencenter’s efforts.  Over 

the decades, our collaborations 
have grown dramatically, leading 
to partnerships on hundreds of 
activities. Here’s a sample:

•  Cornell students have 
volunteered to staff events, mentor 
young scientists, teach at our 
summer camp, and build exhibits

•  Ithaca College students have 
interned with most of our 
departments to carry out projects 
that advance our mission

•  SUNY Cortland has partnered 
with us on workshops that inspire 
elementary teachers and help them 
teach with inquiry-based methods 

•  Tompkins Cortland Community 
College students have volunteered 
to assist our museum operations 
team to offer the best possible 
experience for our guests

•  Departments and research 
centers at Cornell, such as 

astronomy, civil & environmental 
engineering, nanobiotechnology, 
and others have collaborated 
on exhibitions that delight our 
local audience and tour to other 
science museums nationally and 
internationally.

Many of our collaborations have 
been supported by endowment 
funds designated to foster 
partnerships with university 
students. We are grateful for the 
vision of these donors, as well 
as for the remarkable passion 
that students exhibit when they 
work with young people at the 
Sciencenter.  

by Charlie Trautmann, Executive Director

Higher Education at the Sciencenter
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Summer Exhibition
Rainforest Adventure is a multisensory 
expedition that introduces guests to tropical 
rainforests around the world, highlights the 
challenges facing these unique ecological 
wonders, and suggests ways that 

people can make a difference. 

Adventurers will gear up at base camp and learn how researchers study the rainforest, then 
trek on to discover a 9-foot tall kapok tree; peek at the life in a bromeliad or the leaf 
litter; climb into the rainforest canopy using a chair lift; explore a gorilla’s nest and more!

Robert Barker/Cornell University Photography

Member 
Night

May 23 Rainforest Adventure was created by Stepping Stones Museum for Children



Thank You, Corporate Members!

Sciencenter Staff

Charlie Trautmann, Executive Director
Tim Scott, Deputy Director
Judy Ammack, Volunteer Manager
Teresa Bell, Public & Media Relations Manager
Chris Bissen, Director of Advancement
Donna Bodenstein, Museum Store Manager
Robin Burlingham, Traveling Exhibitions 
 Manager
Emma Daley, Birthday Party Host
Kevin Dilley, Education Program Manager- 
 National Collaborations
Chris Fagan, Director of Finance & 
 Human Resources
Larry George, Exhibit Fabricator
Josh Giblin, Director of Guest Relations & 
 Operations
Jay Hodgson, Exhibit Developer
Alexandra Jackson,  Director of National 
 Collaborations
David Jordan, Exhibit Developer
Michelle Kortenaar, Director of Education
Kathleen Krafft, Traveling Exhibitions Curator
Alberto Lopez Torres, Youth Education 
 Manager 
Mike Napierski, Facilities Manager & 
 Exhibits Fabricator
Agata Okulicz-Kozaryn, Advancement 
 Coordinator
Seren Ozkan, Museum Greeter & Floor Assistant
Beth Silverberg, Director of Individual & 
 Corporate Giving 
Allison Sribarra, Grant Administrator
Julie Yurek, Live Exhibits Coordinator
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For Sciencenter Corporate Membership information, call Chris Bissen 
at 607.272.0600 x 19, or visit www.sciencenter.org.

NEW Corporate Members:

The Sciencenter is a Proud Member of:

Thank You, Annual Fund Donors!
This past year’s Annual Fund was 
our most successful ever. You 
have helped us excite and engage 
young minds in science and made it 
possible for everyone to have access 
to all that we have to offer.

Thank you for supporting our 
Membership Access Program (MAP) 
where we can offer free annual 
memberships to local families having 
the greatest financial needs.  
Thank you for helping us engage 
entire families in hands-on science at 
our Community Science nights. 
Thank you for helping us ensure that EVERY second grade in Tompkins 
County and in the Cortland City Schools visits the museum for free, 
especially in the face of mounting school budget cuts.  Thank you for 
supporting free events like Spooky Science and NanoDays.  

Thank you for making a real difference.

Gifts can be made in person, online at www.sciencenter.org, or by 
calling Chris Bissen, Director of Advancement, at 607.272.0600 x 19.

Sciencenter Spectrum
The Sciencenter has developed a wide range of 
partnerships with students, researchers and faculty at 
Cornell University that bring cutting-edge science to 
our audience.

Cornell’s Early Childhood 
Cognition Lab uses the 
Sciencenter’s Curiosity Corner 
as a “living lab” as they study 
how young children learn. This 
partnership gives Sciencenter 
guests the opportunity to 
observe and participate in real 
research. The lab’s director, 
Professor Tamar Kushnir, 
serves as an advisor as we 
expand our Early Explorer 
exhibits and programs for our 
youngest guests. 

At the Sciencenter’s Saturday 
Showtime! presentations, researchers and Cornell 
student clubs, such as the Naturalist Outreach Program, 
share their passion for science with our audience of 
young scientists - children and their families. In the 

past year, 3,700 guests have attended Showtime! 
Starting this spring, the Sciencenter will offer a science 
communication short-course to enhance the public 
communication skills of scientists and their students.

Cornell students and researchers 
serve as mentors to our 
middle-school Future Science 
Leaders, sharing their passion 
for science and engineering. 
In turn, our Future Science 
Leaders gain leadership skills 
while interacting with our 
younger museum guests, and 
becoming more confident in 
their own knowledge. Cornell 
students also mentor high school 
students who deliver regular 
science demonstrations at the 
Sciencenter.

For more information, contact Michelle Kortenaar, 
Director of Education, at 607.272.0600 x 24 or 
mKortenaar@sciencenter.org.
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Summer Camp 2014
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Cornell University Partnerships

There are some exciting new additions to Sciencenter Summer Camp 
2014. This year we have added a special session for children entering 
Kindergarten through grade 2. Plus, you can now sign up for camp 
online.

Summer Camp combines traditional fun and games with exciting, 
hands-on science activities, 
experiments, field trips, visits from 
special presenters, and museum 
exploration.

A typical day includes both indoor 
and outdoor hands-on activities, games, challenges, experiments, field trips, and 
special presentations, all based out of the Sciencenter.

Summer Camp 2014 offers a variety of one- and two-week sessions for children 
entering grades K – 6, starting June 30 through August 29, with themes like: 
Explore! Space, Build! Engineering, Discover! Life on Earth, and more! 

Summer Camp registration opens April 2. Science enthusiasts entering grades 
7-9 may apply for our Counselor-In-Training (CIT) program now through April 15.

Visit www.sciencenter.org to learn more. 

Thank You, Corporate Sponsors!
The following companies recently sponsored museum activities:

Maguire Family of Dealerships Doug’s Fish Fry

Renewing Corporate Members:

The Prybyl Farr Group at
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Spring Hours
Tuesday – Saturday: 10 am – 5 pm
Sunday:  Noon – 5 pm

Open Memorial Day, Monday, May 26

Admission
Members:   Free
Toddlers (0 – 2):   Free
Children (3 – 17):  $6
Adults:  $8
Seniors (65+):  $7

• Sciencenter Spectrum •

Celebrate NanoDays March 22 – 23

Join us:

Explore nanoscale science and technology at the 
interactive Nano exhibition, enjoy 30+ special 
hands-on activities, and participate in family-friendly 
presentations including story time and fuel cell 
technologies. Admission to the Sciencenter is FREE 
March 22, 10 am – 5 pm for NanoDays! 

The NanoDays celebration continues at Duffield Hall 
on the Cornell University campus on Sunday, March 23, 
noon –  4 pm.

For the complete schedule, visit www.sciencenter.org. 

NanoDays at the Sciencenter is sponsored by: 

Coming Soon: New Mini Golf Course

Curiosity Corner Program Expands

Early childhood 
programming in our 
Curiosity Corner has 
expanded! We’re now 
offering an encore 
presentation on 
Friday in addition to 
our weekly Tuesday 
morning program. 

Join us Tuesdays and 
Fridays at 10:30 am for 
a story and related 
hands-on activity. 

This summer the Sciencenter will open the first phase 
of a new 18-hole miniature golf course.

The first phase of construction will begin this April. 
During the summer, Sciencenter staff will ask you and 
other members of the community for ideas to create 
interactive science elements for each of the 18 holes. 

The completed science-themed mini golf course is set 
to open in the summer of 2015.


