
During the past few years, staff and 
board members have embarked 
on a listening tour to hear first-
hand about major issues facing 
our community and how the 
Sciencenter can help address them. 
We have heard from program 
directors, youth case workers, 
community leaders, corporate 
CEOs, and many others. 

A high percentage of those we 
interviewed shared concerns about 
the growing disparity of income 
levels and how that is leading to a 
widening gap in opportunities for 
our young people.

We are pleased to announce a 
new program that will help make 
the Sciencenter truly accessible 
to all. Museums for All provides 
admission to the Sciencenter for 
$1 for anyone in a family with an 
Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) 

card. EBT is the electronic system 
used by states to issue SNAP (food 
stamps) and other benefits to 
low-income families. 

The Sciencenter is among the first 
group of museums to offer this 
new program. As a board member 
of the Association of Children’s 
Museums in Washington, which 
conceived Museums for All, I hope 
the program will become a national 
standard for all museums of all 
types in America.

One of the key groups to reach in 
its entirety is our youngest visitors, 
who in the first few years of life 
form habits and make connections 
that can last a lifetime. In this issue, 
we highlight a number of activities 
designed to get children off to a 
great start with science as early in 
life as possible.

Programs such as Museums for 
All (2014), our Membership Access 
Program (2009: free membership 
for families with children in free 
or reduced-price lunch), and our 
Agency Pass Program (1994: free 
family admission passes for clients 
of human service agencies within 
75 miles) are made possible through 
the Sciencenter’s Annual Fund.
Thank you for your membership 
and Annual Fund support, which 
allows us to keep our doors open 
to everyone, regardless of financial 
means.  

by Charlie Trautmann, Executive Director
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Fall Exhibition: Brain Teasers 2
Challenge your brain and problem-solving skills 
with an array of mind-bending mazes, math-
ematical conundrums, and baffling puzzles at 
our fall exhibition, Brain Teasers 2. 

Join us!
Member Night: Friday, September 26, 6 – 8 pm
Sciencenter members are the first to explore the new exhibition and 
hands-on activities. At 7 pm, a special presentation of interactive 
games will challenge kids and their grown-ups to see who has a 
better memory!Brain Teasers 2 was created by the 

Oregon Museum of Science and Industry



Thank You, Corporate Members!

Sciencenter Staff
Charlie Trautmann, Executive Director
Tim Scott, Deputy Director
Judy Ammack, Volunteer Manager
Teresa Bell, Public & Media Relations Manager
Christine Bissen, Director of Advancement
Donna Bodenstein, Museum Store Manager
Robin Burlingham, Traveling Exhibitions 
 Manager
Emily Cotman, Young Scientist Educator
Kevin Dilley, Education Program Manager- 
 National Collaborations
Chris Fagan, Director of Finance & 
 Human Resources
Victoria Fiordalis, Early Explorer Educator
Larry George, Exhibit Fabricator
Josh Giblin, Director of Guest Relations & 
 Operations
Becca Hine, Birthday Party Host
Alexandra Jackson,  Director of National 
 Collaborations
David Jordan, Exhibit Developer
Michelle Kortenaar, Director of Education
Kathleen Krafft, Traveling Exhibitions Curator
Alberto López Torres, Youth Education 
 Manager 
Colin Meeks, Live Exhibits Manager
Mike Napierski, Facilities Manager 
Agata Okulicz-Kozaryn, Advancement 
 Coordinator
Seren Ozkan, Museum Greeter & Floor 
 Assistant
Julian Pompilio, Exhibit Fabricator
Beth Silverberg, Director of Individual & 
 Corporate Giving 
Allison Sribarra, Grant Administrator

ISSN 154-4757 
607.272.0600 • info@sciencenter.org

www.sciencenter.org

For Sciencenter Corporate Membership information, call Christine 
Bissen at 607.272.0600 x 19, or visit www.sciencenter.org.

Sciencenter Spectrum
Decades of scientific research on brain development 
during the first few critical years of a child’s life 
emphasizes the importance of fostering curiosity 
and creativity in infants and toddlers. This is why the 
Sciencenter is investing heavily in early childhood 
education by offering new and enhanced programs for 
toddlers and their families, as well as making plans to 
renovate and expand our Curiosity Corner – a space 
with dedicated exhibits and 
programs for children ages 
0 – 4. 

For the first time, Summer 
Camp 2014 offered a session 
just for children entering 
kindergarten through second 
grade. Campers came 
together to enjoy a week of 
open-ended, inquiry-based 
science activities with a focus 
on stories and crafts for small 
hands.

A new position was created to develop and deliver 
customized programming for our youngest guests, their 
caregivers, and teachers. Over the summer, our Early 
Explorer Educator continued to reach families with 
young children through our twice weekly story time and 
hands-on activities. Additionally, on other weekdays 
you could find our youngest guests and their families 
engaged in facilitated, hands-on science exploration. 

This fall, we will offer Science Together workshops for 
parents and their children ages 0 – 4. These half-hour 

programs are designed to share current research in how 
children learn through play, while encouraging parents 
and children to use and develop science skills. Over the 
last year, Cornell student interns have worked with our 
early childhood program to encourage conversations 
between parents and children as our young guests use 
concepts and categories to make sense of the world 
around them. 

Cornell’s Early Childhood 
Cognition Lab (ECCL) has 
also been using the Curiosity 
Corner as a “living lab” to 
study how children learn, 
and to share research 
with families. This fall the 
ECCL will focus on how 
parents and children learn 
together at different exhibits 
throughout the Sciencenter. 

The expansion of 
programming in our Curiosity 

Corner further illustrates the need for more space. 
Over the next few years, we will double this space 
from 800 to over 1,600 square feet, to allow for more 
exhibits, programming, research, and a dedicated family 
restroom.

We also plan to create a Curiosity Playground. This 
new 1,800 square foot outdoor playground will provide 
a safe and private space for infants and toddlers to 
explore their outside world and have fun while 
doing so.
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New Programs for Early Explorers

Renewing Corporate Members:

Make a Gift. Make a Real Difference.
Your support to the Sciencenter Annual Fund helps us provide a steady 
stream of new hands-on exhibits and programs, and makes it possible 
for us to invite all people to take part in science, regardless of income 
level. Through our Membership Access Program and our new Museums 
for All program, we are making the Sciencenter accessible to all families. 

We are firmly committed to making sure every child in our community 
is empowered to use science in shaping a better future for themselves 
and for their world. And this, we believe, begins with access to exciting 
experiences with science.

Your support is necessary to help us in all that we do to empower 
children and families - please consider making a gift today.   The 
Sciencenter Annual Fund runs through December 31 and all gifts are put 
right to work!

Make your gift in person, online at www.sciencenter.org, or by calling 
Christine Bissen, Director of Advancement, 607.272.0600 x 19.

Sciencenter Launches New Responsive Website

Notice anything new about us? The Sciencenter has 
launched a redesigned mobile-responsive website that 
displays on your desktop, tablet, and smartphone. 

Sciencenter staff has worked with Bells Design of Ithaca 
using best practices in website design to develop a 
modern layout that is reflective of the Sciencenter – 
colorful and hands-on.

Check out the new look and easy functionality at 
www.sciencenter.org.

Early Explorer Educator Victoria Fiordalis facilitates a drop-in 
activity about building with a variety of materials.
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Save these Dates!

Connect with us:

Annual Report Online

The Sciencenter’s 
2013-2014 Report 
to the Community 
is now available for 
download on our 
NEW website: 

www.sciencenter.org/
press.html

Tompkins Trust Company 
Customer Appreciation Day
October 13

Spooky Science sponsored by Rheonix
October 26

CFCU Customer Appreciation Day
November 10

Free Sundays
December 7 – sponsored by BorgWarner Morse TEC
January 4
February 1
March 1

New Day & Time for Spooky Science

Spooky Science is sponsored by:

The Sciencenter is a Proud Member of:

Sunday, October 26, 12 – 4 pm
Join us - in costume -  for Spooky Science, the 
Sciencenter’s annual free Halloween event, on a new 
day and time!  We’ve doubled the time for even more 
spooky fun so you won’t miss any of the tricked-out 
exhibits and eerie hands-on activities. 

Fall / Winter Hours

Tuesday – Saturday: 10 am – 5 pm
Sunday:  Noon – 5 pm

Open  Columbus Day & Veterans Day. 
Closed Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and 
New Year’s Day.

Admission
Members:              Free
Toddlers (0 – 2):    Free
Children (3 – 17): $6
Adults (18+): $8
Seniors (65+): $7 

Mini-Golf 
Members:   $5
Toddlers (0 – 3):    Free
Players: $6

April 1 – November 30, 
weather permitting


